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ÅUranus    square   Pluto 

 



This lecture is abouté 

ÅThe is the theory and 
motive behind 
óMundane Astrologyô, 
the book. 

ÅIt is not about using 
astrology passively to 
predict, but about our 
engagement with the 
worldéor the 
possibility of our 
engagement 



The visual clue ï a horoscope from 

Mundane Astrology 



Jupiter and Saturn 

ÅForm a conjunction every 20 years 

ÅThe sequence of conjunctions moves 
through the zodiac in a pattern 

ÅEvery 240 years, on average, the 
sequence enters a new ótriplicityô (Aries-
Leo-Sagittarius; Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn; 
Gemini, Libra, Aquarius; Cancer, Pisces, 
Scorpio). 

ÅThe entire sequence takes 960 years 



Johannes Kepler 

1571-1630 



The Background 

Pico della Mirandola 1490s 



Astrologersô responses 

Å1. Astrology is fine as it is: the critics donôt 

understand it 

Å2. Astrology requires reform: move back to 

Ptolemy, 2nd century, and abandon all 

Arabic superstition. 

Å3. Start from first principles and research 

an empirical astrology ï Kepler was the 

last and greatest exponent of this attitude. 



Kepler in 1610: finding out what 

works in astrology 

Å'The human being, however, with his soul and its 
lower powers, has such an affinity with the 
heavens, as does the surface of the Earth, and 
this has been tested and  proven in many ways, 
of which each is a noble pearl of astrology, and 
is not to be rejected along with [all of] astrology, 
but to be diligently preserved and 
 interpreted'. 

ÅJohannes Kepler, Tertius Interveniens, Thesis 
64, trans Ken Negus, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 
1, no 1, Spring/Summer 1997, p 52)  



Plato 



Cosmology in Timaeus 

1. The stars and planets are conscious and 

alive as part of the consciousness and 

alive-ness of the cosmos. 

2. All things in the cosmos are interlinked. 

3. Therefore human beings are connected 

to the stars and planets. 

4. As are animals, plants and stones (Ÿ 

magic) 



Plato on the Planets 

Å'Wherefore, as a consequence of this 

reasoning and design on the part of God, 

with a view to the generation of Time, the 

sun and moon and five other stars, which 

bear the appellation of "planets" [i.e., 

'wanderers'], came into existence for 

the determining and preserving of the 

numbers of Time.' (Timaeus 38C).  



Platoôs (and Keplerôs geometrical 

cosmos) 

ÅAstrology works because  

Åall things are part  

Åof an unfolding  

Ågeometrical order. 

 



What Motivated Kepler? 

ÅApart from the desire 

to reveal Godôs plan 

and reform political 

life, his óeurekaô 

moment came when 

he realised the 

pattern of Jupiter-

Saturn conjunctions 



What Motivated Kepler? 

ÅThe complete cycle of 

Jupiter Saturn 

conjunctions 

described a circle 

which, according to 

Plato, was the most 

perfect of shapes: 

ÅGod himself was a 

sphere. 



Keplerôs programme 

ÅMedieval astrology had failed. Therefore 
strip astrology back to its essentials ï 
planetary cycles. That will allow effective 
prediction. 

ÅBut what do you do then? Manage the 
state effectively. 

ÅThesis 71: óthese remedies are always in 
our power, however things may happen, 
and nothing is absolutely predeterminedô. 

 



Kepler in 1601 

ÅAstrology is a negotiation 

 

ÅThesis 73.  

ÅFor although the sun shines upon and warns the whole 
world, yet it does not produce olive trees everywhere 
except where they have been planted. 

 

Åi.e. prediction depends on context and, from moment to 
moment on our actions within that context.  

ÅWe can plant an olive tree or not, but only in an 
environment in which it will grow. 

 



Keplerôs political programme 

ÅExperimental forecasts for the year 1602. 

 

ÅKepler took the first tentative steps 
towards his research programme.  

 

ÅCautious predictions, warning of the 
possibility of defeat should there be war 
with Poland at the time of the Mars-Saturn 
conjunction in August and September. 



ÅHoroscope for Mars - 

Jupiter 



The Management of the State 

Å Once such problems had been foreseen, they could be guarded against by 
military leadership: 'a great safeguard for the army lies in their loyalty to and 
high regard for their commander; for every victory depends on a driving 
force of the spirit'.(Thesis 72)  

Å That might be combined with sensible political management: 'it is preferable 
for peace and quiet to prevail, and sedition is feared, let meetings not be 
held in August and September, or let them be broken up, or better yet, let 
the causes exasperating people's dispositions be taken quickly away, or by 
the introduction of some new deterrent, let their minds be changed'.(Thesis 
71) 

Å Kepler's cosmic state would manage dissent by social and political reform 
where possible, but propaganda and repression if necessary. We can, 
perhaps, see him laying the groundwork for twentieth century social-
democracy. 

 

Å 53. Kepler, Astrology, Thesis 72. 

Å 54. Kepler, Astrology, Thesis 71.  

 



Keplerôs Style 

ÅExamine past events, accurately timed 

and dated. 

ÅConsider the nature of those events and 

current possibilities carefully 

ÅMake a prediction in the knowledge that 

we can change events 



Keplerôs Prediction for 1618 

 

Å[May] has very dangerous aspects, as five planets 
gather together in Taurus, four of which advance from a 
Sextile to a Quintile with Jupiter  

ÅMy fundamental argument is this: that a Conjunction of 
Mars and the Sun takes place next March in Aries, under 
the influence of which Germany stands; while numerous 
Conjunctions take place in May in Taurus near the 
Plejades; and that we have precedents to show us the 
effects of such aspects in definite instances, as in the 
Peasantsô War in 1525, in the Revolt in the Netherlands 
in 1565, and in 1604 in Hungary.  



The Event 

Å23 May 1618 

ÅThe Thirty Years War Begins. 

ÅAlmost every European country was 

involved. 

ÅGermany was devastated. 



The Thirty Years War 



But 

ÅFirst you need to expose the mathematical 

order which inclines human beings to act 

without thought 



Germany invades Poland 



WW2 in Europe ends 



Berlin Wall Opens: end of the óLong 

World War (1914-1989) 



WW1 Ends 



Recent European History 

ÅWW1 ends    Sun 18 Scorpio 

ÅWW2 begins  MC 20 Taurus 

ÅWW2 ends   Sun 18 Taurus 

ÅBerlin Wall Opens Sun 17 Scorpio 

 

Å(NB ï Campionôs 3rd law of astrology: 

keep it simple) 



The Uranus-Pluto Square 

ÅHow would Kepler approach this? 

 

ÅHe would look back to the pasté  

 

Åand refer to C.G. Jung, who can add depth 

to Keplerôs argument for free will 



The Theory of Revolutionary 

Years 



For example: Spanish Viceroy 

deposed in Argentina 



And Brazil: Cry of Iparanga 



The Uranus-Pluto Square 

ÅWaxing Square 2010-2012 

Å20 May 2013 Uranus 11 Aries square 

Pluto 11 Capricorn 



Pluto by Carracci 



Jung: as filtered through Liz 

Greene 
Å'I believe that Pluto represents a force in the collective 

psyche as well as in the individual: an impersonal order, 
a Moira that reminds us perpetually of the limits of nature 
which we transgress at our periléthe symbol of Moira 
within the human soul, sounding the drumbeat of 
recurrent historical cycles'. 

ÅLiz Greene The Astrology of Fate, p. 54. 

 

Å'Uranus implies the potential of breakthrough and 
realisation of something which has previously been 
unconscious and compulsive'. 

ÅThe Astrology of Fate, p. 84. 



Back to the last Waning Square 

ÅSquare 8-9 March 1933 

ÅHitler comes to power Jan 30 1933. 

ÅWhat characterised Nazism? 

ÅPopulism 

ÅA sort of democracy in which the will of the people, 
emerging from its racial identity, is supreme 

ÅNature worship 

ÅOptimism: the 1000 year Reich 

ÅExclusivity: non Aryans are excluded 

ÅDeification of violence 



The Waning Square 

Å Waning Square 

Å A point of major crisis, 
instability and tension in any 
cycle. There is often a sense of 
urgency and the desire to 
actualise the ideas of the cycle 
through a sheer effort of will. 
The challenges of this time 
seem a matter of life and 
death. This is the 'winter' point 
of the cycle when dead 
branches fall and all is stripped 
bare. 

Å (Mundane Astrology, 1992, p. 
164; with thanks to Rudhyar) 



Back to the last Conjunction 

Å Conjunction 

Å Mundane Astrology pp. 135-6: 
'The Seed' 

Å Conjunction 1965 

Å What characterised the 1960s? 

Å Populism/anarchy/grass roots 
democracy 

Å A sort of democracy in which 
the will of the people, 
emerging from human nature, 
is supreme 

Å Nature: origin of the modern 
environmental movement - 
leads to ecopaganism 

ÅThe Chinese 

Cultural Revolution 

1965 



Back to the last Conjunction 

Å Optimism: the adoption of Bailey's 
and Steiner's New Age 

Å Exclusivity: the superiority of hippy 
and radical culture and contempt 
for 'straight' society. 

Å Reification of violence ( a 
phenomenon which is often 
forgotten) and simultaneous 
rejection of violence 

Å Also 

Å Political/social upheaval was 
global - 1965-70 Chinese Cultural 
Revolution  

Å Feminism 

Å Sexual liberalism 

Å Technology: space race 

Å Modernism 

 

ÅThe Summer of 

Love, USA 1967 



And the Prague Spring 1968 

 



And now: The Arab Spring 

 



And the European Crisis 

 



The Future 

ÅIf Uranus is revolution and Pluto the 
hidden depths, does revolution then arise 
not, say, from 'reason', but from instinct. 

ÅIf Uranus is the 'new' and Pluto is ultimate 
fate, Moira as Liz Greene says, do new 
things take society in uncontrollable 
directions? 

ÅButé..Ebertin: 'building again upon the 
ruins of the old'. 

 












